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Case Study

THE PROJECT

When craft beer brewer BrewDog wanted to increase the size of 
its brewery, ACO Building Drainage was chosen to provide an 
engineered hygienic drainage system.

Based in Ellon in Aberdeenshire, BrewDog was set up in 2007 by 
co-founders Martin Dickie and James Watt who, to use their words, 
“we’re bored of the industrially brewed lagers and stuffy ales that 
dominated the UK market.” Now brewing more than 90,000 hl 
of beer per year and continuing to experience rapid sales growth, 
BrewDog commissioned a new warehouse to enable it to expand its 
production capacity and create an on-site visitor centre and bar.

THE BRIEF

ACO Building Drainage was approached by the contractor to design, 
manufacture and oversee installation of a complex new drainage 
system which could deal with high loads as well as high flow.
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THE SOLUTION

The ACO Building Drainage team designed engineered channel 
sections with complex falls to meet BrewDog’s specific 
requirements. All products were manufactured in stainless steel 
and, as with all ACO Building Drainage products, were fully pickle 
passivated as standard to ensure corrosion resistant joints and an 
estimated product life of at least 50 years.

“ ACO Building Drainage was appointed because of their hygienic 
drainage expertise. We needed to find a drainage provider which 
could design a system to meet our specific requirements and,  
to optimise hygiene, manufacture products in high grade stainless 
steel.

“ ACO developed the perfect drainage solution for our business. They 
have the same passion for delivering high performance drainage that 
we have for craft beer. Their team was extremely responsive, fully 
understood our needs and developed an excellent system design. 
They also delivered high quality products on time and on budget.”

Martin Dickie, Co-Founder - Brewdog.
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ACO IN FOOD & DRINK 
MANUFACTURING

Drainage is critical to the success of any food and 
drink manufacturing facility whether you’re an 
international brewer or a manufacturer of ready 
meals for a major supermarket. It impacts upon 
the hygienic performance, sustainability and 
profitability of every food and drink manufacturer, 
and ultimately upon public health. 

We design and manufacture drainage products 
that deliver the ultimate hygienic performance and   
our HygieneFirst philosophy underpins our entire 
approach to product development.  This includes 
a commitment to making ongoing and significant 
investments in R&D, working in partnership 
with every part of the industry to improve our 

own knowledge and adhering to the very highest 
manufacturing and design standards.  We were 
also the first drainage company to become 
members of the European Hygienic Engineering 
and Design Group (EHEDG).
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CONTACT US

To get advice and technical guidance for your next 
project, please contact our in-house technical design 
team.  You can also obtain a copy of our full product 
overview guide by emailing us.

IN WHICH OTHER SECTORS 
DO WE OPERATE?

ACO Building Drainage specialises in  
the development and manufacture of 
high performance drainage systems for  
a wide range of sectors

http://bit.ly/acobd @ACO_BD aco building drainage

Education Sport & Leisure Residential

Food Processing Commercial kitchens Hotels

Commercial & 
Industrial

HealthcareInfrastructure


